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Building a Website with HostGator’s
Sitebuilder

If you’re not familiar with building websites you can still have a professional site built in just a
short time using Sitebuilder, HostGator’s built-in website building software. There are thousands
of pre-built templates to choose from and you can edit each one to your liking. The software
walks you through it step-by-step. Here are the steps to building a website through Sitebuilder.

You’'ll need:
« To have a hosting account at HostGator.com

» Have login details for the Sitebuilder. To request access go here:
https://secure.hostgator.com/sitebuilder.php

Step 1: Start Sitebuilder

Log in to your cPanel. On the left side of the screen about half-way down the page, you'll see a
section for Web Site Builders. Click on Site Builder.

Web Site Builders

You'll be taken to a page to log into Sitebuilder. You must have requested access to this and
received your special login details in order to access this area.

Log in to Plesk Sitebuilder 4.5.0 for

=== Linux/Unix

Enter your user name into ‘User name' and password into the 'Password' fields
respectively. Then didk 'Log in'.

User name |
Password

Interface language Default language -

Forgot vour password? Legin 2
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Once you log in, the sitebuilder will start. You'll see the images below explaining the steps to

building your site. Click the Start button.
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Step 2: Choose a Design

To browse and select a design, you can use the search box at the top of the page or browse by
category using the drop down box. You can also go page-by-page using the bottom navigation.

Click a design to select it and see a slightly larger image of it.

< Parallels
LE{| plesk Sitebuilder )dﬁ o

| D Save Changes Select a template for your site. You can also customize certain elements and upload your logo.

Category Al cateqgories - Search Ga! J ShowAﬂ]

Step 1: Choose a category. Step 2: Preview

Automotive -
Beauty Salons

Blinds and Curtains Installation
Boats & Yachts Charters

Book Stores

Building Contractors

Business

Cafe and Restaurants

Camp Grounds =
Camping Stores

Cell Phone Equipment O | -l
Children Template ID: 3820 Template ID: 3821
Children's Parties Non-Flash Version: Yes Non-Flash Version: Yes
Chiropractic Services

= e

L

L=]

Templates per page: 11 26 5

Best fit Page 1of 46 = | | Go to page Gol
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Step 3: Customize Site

Once you’ve selected your template, it's time to customize it. On the right side of the page, you'll
see the options shown below.

This is where you change the color scheme of your site. You can add banners and logos, select
the style of your navigation, enter your site information such as the title, subtitle and footer
message.

Color schemes
- .‘ 2 - 2
Buy pictures
Banners
1
2]
o

Browse_ Upload J

Menu styles
K= | ot |
Logo
-
g {
|

i | Restore Default J Clear J
|
O

Browse_ Upload J
Site info
Site title Site title
Subtitle Subtitle
Footer message Footer message

You can preview the design by clicking Preview at the bottom of the page. When you’re satisfied
with the results, click Next.
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Step 4: Add Pages

Now that you have the basic design, it's time to add and edit your website pages. The first thing
you need to do is select what type of site you’re building. This is done in the first column shown
below. This choice will populate the page options to the right.

Here, we’ve chosen a service business which opens page options typically used in a service
based business. Now select the pages you wish to use and click the right arrow.

Page sets ["] standard pages
? Personal Page = : Vielcome
? Business "™ News and Events
| » Service Business | = —"- YL
% Basic [l ? Service 1
j Service 2
[l r Service 3
[ : Service 4
[l ? Service 5
j' About
_" Feedback ” I
" Contact Us

Here, you'll see we’ve moved the pages to the site structure area. If you decide you don’t want
to use a page, simply select it and click the left button to remove it from the list.

At this point, you should move the pages in the order you wish them to be shown on the site.
Simply click the page and choose up, down, left or right.
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Page

[Tl Your site structure position
[ : Home
= __ Services
] Service 1 Down
——

[ | | Service 2

£ : About - J

1 [ Feedback
. Right

[C] | | Contact Us

If you need to rename a page, select it and at the bottom, right corner of the page, click Rename
& enter the new name of the page.

The bottom of the page offers more options such as setting the primary language and adding
special pages. Once you have your site pages chosen and the structure arranged, click Next.

Site regional and language options [C] Special pages B <
Interface language [ :h Common Page

This option affects lecalization of [C 4 File Download

predefined content of pages, when N

they are added to site structure, and [ 0 eShop

interface of modules.
English, United States

[ @ | External Page

[ u Flash Intro
Standards and formats [C] k¢ Forum
Samples [ A Guestbook
Mumber 2147483647.00
Currency % 2147483847.00
Time 9:53:20 AM
Date 5/15/2011

[} a Registration

[ Add a counter to every page Renams

( &\ Back ( B Preview ) B  Mext )

You'll be asked to confirm that you want to apply the changes, select Yes.
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Apply Changes x

Apply changes?

Yes J Mo J Cancel J

Step 5: Edit Pages

Now it’s time to edit your pages. Below is an image of what you'll see, only the template will be
custom to whatever settings you've applied to this point.

The first step to editing is to select the page you want to edit. Here, we’ve chg Add extra features to your

page as indicated by the circled area below.

page using modules

@ The structure of your web site has been updated.

@

Py | @ s || aig E AR »
Site ma Y B RAREB | VI < | gk 85 & & Modules
e s - | = s | -]
E 2B o e |l el i[5S | <= ;@gsg 4= W -
. § cusomiinks | |7] @ Q=] = = 7 Q :
L[ services » | & & il 0 == 2 ot
™ Senvi '§ § FUrmat|NUrmaI |'| Fom| |'| Size | |' | T.' %' '§
i) I b
=
P i) Service2 m
2 About
: Feedback Q ftediban
Loy Subtitle
Contact Us B :
— Site title
Subtitle *
. Feedback |~
Page title™
Home | # Services + About + Feedback i Ccﬂ%
Page file name™ -
|pagel |.htm| i
Page keywords } [ | ] | . g:a;:zi
[ i Indicator
Page description Type Content Here &
RSS Reader
= Required fields
Show this page in site map
) Site Map
Remove Design Template J

( &\ Back ( B Preview ) @ Next )
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Sitebuilder uses a standard WYSIWYG editor. Using it is as easy as using your favorite word
processing program.

B ¢ o 7
B | | U sk x ¢ §i=is IEIE|E = =
: Custom links *| e ) ! [ M= ML :
‘= Format | Marmal = | Font = [ Size - TE' Cf'fi'

In the left corner of the page, you can change the title of your page, the file name, add your
keywords and a page description.

Here is where you also choose whether or not you want the page to show in your site map.

Fage title™
Home

Fage file name™
home .html

Page keywords

graphic designer, website
images, logo,

Page description

website design company offering
custom graphics for your web site

= Required fields

Shows this page in site map

You'll add the content of the page in the middle section as shown here:
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Enter your page content here. |

Click Save Changes at the top left side of the page to save your changes.

5 @ The structure of your web site has been updated.

Repeat this step for each page of your website.

Step 6: Preview & Publish

As you're working on your site, you can click preview any time to see what the pages will look
like.

When you’re ready to publish, click Next.

That’s it! You now have a website online and ready to receive visitors.
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